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last speaker, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia. If he does not see enough lobby-
ists on the floor of this Congress or at
the edges of this Congress, it is because
in too many cases this new Republican
Congress, instead of moving along fast
enough, has moved along too slowly
and has actually turned over the oper-
ation of some of the key parts of this
Congress to the lobbyists.

In one case, in which I personally ob-
served, the staff attorney for our com-
mittee was unable to respond to ques-
tions from members of the committee
without turning over his shoulder and
getting the answers from the lobbyists
for the bill that was under consider-
ation.

In one committee, the new Repub-
lican majority staff actually turned
over computers, paid for with public
expense, to the lobbyists who were
writing the legislation. In another
committee, a Republican lobbyist actu-
ally took the dais along with the Mem-
bers of Congress that were considering
the measure.

In fact, it has gotten so bad, a recent
column in the Wall Street Journal was
entitled ‘‘Special Interest or Feasting
at the Congressional Trough.’’ It is be-
cause we have not made enough
progress in controlling lobby domina-
tion of this Congress and continued to
not have sufficient change in this Con-
gress that it is important today that
opportunity has actually knocked a
second time.

Mr. Speaker, thanks to the leader-
ship, to the continued leadership of my
colleague and friend, the gentleman
from Texas [Mr. BRYANT], who spoke a
few minutes earlier, we will have an
opportunity today to consider again
lobby reform and a gift ban. The first
time that opportunity knocked at this
Congress was that old Congress last
year, and the Congress responded at
that time in a bipartisan response, al-
most a three to one vote, in favor of a
gift ban backed by Congressman BRY-
ANT.

Today we will have an opportunity to
consider a similar measure as oppor-
tunity knocks a second time. It is time
that this Congress accepted that oppor-
tunity; and, indeed, Members on both
sides of the aisle have said they want a
gift ban. In October 1994, last year, on
‘‘Meet the Press.’’ then-Congressman
NEWT GINGRICH said, I quote, ‘‘I am
prepared to pass a bill that bans lobby-
ists from dealing with Members of Con-
gress in terms of gifts.’’

Unfortunately, Mr. GINGRICH did not
say when he was prepared to pass that
bill, but the when should be now. It
should be today.

Since 1994, the Senate has, this sum-
mer, approved the very type of gift ban
measure that it killed last year. It has
approved a measure to plug the loop-
holes in an almost 50 year old lobby
registration act, and it has approved a
gift ban that is quite similar to that
that Congressman BRYANT offered last
year. It is long past time, in view of
that Senate action, for this House to

act and send a message to those who
come bearing gifts and bearing golf
junkets, that things have really, in
fact, changed in this Congress.

It is time to let the people back
home, whom we represent, know that
our standard of integrity is high and
that we are committed to seriously and
diligently working to support the pub-
lic interest, not just the interest with
the person who has got the largest
charge limit on their gold card.

Yes, Congressman GINGRICH said he
was prepared to pass a gift ban, but
where is Speaker GINGRICH on this
issue? Well, we need look no further
than the words again on ‘‘Meet the
Press’’ in July, just after the Senate
passed the measure this summer of the
Republican majority leader DICK
ARMEY, and he said, and I quote:

I intend to get a gift ban as soon as we can,
but we are going to attend to the Nation’s
business first. When we have an opportunity,
when there is room on the schedule, I want
that up, but I am not sure I will find time
this year.

I would submit that the gentleman
has got the priorities all backward.
How is it that we are ever going to get
to a fair consideration of the Nation’s
business unless we have reformed our
lobby and gift provisions to assure that
the Nation’s business is really the busi-
ness of the people of this country rath-
er than the special interests who have
enjoyed too much power here in the
Nation’s Capital.

Yes, these Republican leaders talk
and talk of gift ban and lobby reform,
but it seems that all we hear is the
whistle of some day. Some day over the
rainbow they will get around to really
taking action and doing something
about meaningful gift ban and lobby
reform. I believe that we do not need to
go down the yellow brick road with
them. What we need to do is to act
today, and we will have an opportunity
this evening, a second opportunity to
do something about the gift ban.

As a new Member of this House, I am
committed to constructive change, and
my main complaint about the Repub-
lican majority, when it comes to the
way this House operates, is not that
they have changed too much the oper-
ation of the House, but they have
changed too little. They have never
really gotten to grips with the matter
of campaign finance reform, lobby re-
form, or gift ban reform. They are set-
ting the agenda. There is no reason
that those items could not have been
considered. Indeed, some of us sought
to have them considered on the very
first day of this Congress.

The time for action is now on mean-
ingful gift ban and lobby reform. Let us
get about the public’s business.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. DURBIN] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. DURBIN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

CONGRESSIONAL REFORM
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from West Virginia [Mr. WISE]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WISE. Welcome back, Mr. Speak-
er. First day of Congress everybody is
back. Kind of like the first day of
school, bringing your book bag, your
pencils, your agenda, our schedule for
the upcoming semester, but there is
one problem. You look at the schedule
and the schedule does not reflect what
you may have heard in the district
about what people think ought to be
done.

You know, while I was home and par-
ticipating in town meetings, and par-
ticularly a lot of talk shows, there are
two questions that came up a lot. Why
is there going to be a train wreck, and
when the train wreck comes on October
1, because the Federal budget has not
been approved and the 137 appropria-
tion bills have not been approved, what
is going to happen? That is No. 1. And
No. 2 is, when is there going to be some
real congressional reform?

Two questions: Why is there going to
be a train wreck and when is there
going to be true congressional reform?

What is going to be the first bill that
this House takes up today to deal with
that? It does not deal with the train
wreck and it does not deal with con-
gressional reform. The one bill that is
going to pass and get sent to the Presi-
dent is a bill that keeps Congress oper-
ating. To heck with the rest of the Fed-
eral Government, to heck with law en-
forcement, to heck with the veterans,
to heck with sending out the Social Se-
curity checks, the heck with health
care, the heck with all of that. Keep
Congress operating. Keep the Congress
budget intact. That is the bill that is
being brought to the floor today by the
Republican representative illusionary
leadership.

Mr. Speaker, I think that people
think that Congress ought to stand in
line with everybody else, and then if
there is going to be a shutdown in Gov-
ernment, Congress ought to be affected
in the same way that everybody else is,
not putting itself ahead. However, that
is bad enough, but if we could make it
better, at least attach lobby reform.

I have been interested to hear some
of the new Members from the other
side of the aisle come down and talk
about how they felt lobby reform was
important or was not important. They
failed to point out that last year lobby
reform passed on this House and, as I
recall, twice in a bipartisan majority,
and sent over to the Senate where it
was filibustered by Republican Mem-
bers.

Let us give the Senate credit this
time. They passed lobby reform about a
month ago, 98 to zip. That is right, 98
to zero: lobby reform, banning gifts
from lobbyists, reining in and stopping
the free trips, the junkets and those
types of things. They passed it.

What about this House of Represent-
atives? They will not let it be on this
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bill. If we are going to vote, to put Con-
gress first and make sure Congress does
not have to shut down and take the
same lumps that the rest of the Fed-
eral Government and the rest of the
public does, at least give the public
lobby reform. Let us vote on lobby re-
form today. It is very easy and it is
very, very simple. Ban the trips, ban
the gifts, ban the free meals.

Mr. Speaker, I have taken the lobby
reform pledge. I have voluntarily taken
on and agreed to abide by the provi-
sions of the lobby reform package, even
though it is not the law. This House
can do the same thing today. There-
fore, I would just call upon the Repub-
lican leadership and the Speaker, first
of all, to schedule something else. Get
some other bills moving that mean
something to the public besides Con-
gress’ appropriation.

The second thing: If we are going to
bring Congress’ appropriation to the
floor today, please put lobby reform on
it. End the free trips, end the junkets,
end the meals, end the guests, end the
bad perception. Bring some reform to
this Congress.

Finally, third, if I could just get time
for one more, Mr. Speaker, could we do
campaign finance reform? We have
heard a lot of talk about it. There was
a great handshake out there in New
Hampshire 8 to 10 months ago; but how
about real campaign finance reform to
make it easier for challengers? I volun-
tarily agreed to limit the campaign
spending that I do. I voluntarily take
the voluntary campaign pledge that
our Secretary of State in West Virginia
issues every election season. Congress,
though, ought to be willing to pass this
for the entire country, and so make it
easier for challengers, make it easier
for the public, and make sure that the
money chase ends.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, let me just
urge the Members today, do not make
the first thing Congress does when it
comes back into session to pass its own
bill for its own appropriation to feather
its own nest. If we are going to do that,
Mr. Speaker, I would urge, please let us
have lobby reform: End the trips, end
the junkets, end the free meals, and fi-
nally begin to restore some faith in
this congressional system, and particu-
larly, in this House of Representatives.
f

COMMENDING HILLARY CLINTON
AND MADELEINE ALBRIGHT FOR
STRONG STATEMENTS ON
HUMAN RIGHTS DURING THE
U.N. FOURTH WORLD CON-
FERENCE ON WOMEN
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California [Ms. PELOSI] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the opportunity to address the
House on this very important day. I
rise to commend First Lady Hillary
Clinton and our Ambassador to the
United Nations, Ambassador Madeleine
Albright, for the strong statements

that they made at the U.N. Fourth
World Conference on Women. Mr.
Speaker, I rise as one who opposed
Beijing as the venue for this important
conference. I still think it was a most
unfortunate choice.

I rise as one who does not think that
the United Nations has been strong
enough in enforcing its own rules in
terms of open participation for women
in the conference. The United Nations
did not do enough, whether we are
talking about the accreditation of
women from Taiwan and Tibet, or
women who are concerned about wom-
en’s and human rights in those coun-
tries. The United Nations did not do
enough in regard to people that the
Chinese just did not want into that
conference because their countries rec-
ognize Taiwan; for example, the rep-
resentatives from Niger.

However, Mr. Speaker, what I really
want to call to the attention of our col-
leagues are the strong statements
made by the two leaders of our delega-
tion. I strongly supported a high-pow-
ered delegation to the Beijing con-
ference. I strenuously opposed the at-
tendance by First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton. I did so because I
thought it was not possible for her to
attend the conference and make the
strong statement that she made.

Indeed, Hillary Rodham Clinton’s
statements, are the strongest state-
ments made on human rights in China,
in Asia, and in the world by this ad-
ministration to date. I am very, very
proud that the women of the Clinton
administration are taking such a
strong stand on this very important
issue.

The First Lady, in Beijing, very cou-
rageously stood up and broke the si-
lence on sterilization and forced abor-
tions in a country where that is the
policy. Therefore, I say in the spirit of
commendation to the First Lady and
to Ambassador Albright that when
they said they would not mince words
when they went to China, that they
would make the statements that would
be necessary, they, indeed, did. I com-
mend them for that.

It is shameful, I think, that such an
important conference on the rights of
women and the economic future of
women and families was held in a coun-
try with such an appalling human
rights record. The strong statements of
these members of the U.S. delegation
made it clear that our Nation must not
waiver from its commitment to per-
sonal and political freedom to equal
rights and equal opportunity.

The First Lady, in her remarks, was
eloquent in her defense of the prin-
ciples of women’s rights and human
rights, and she spent a great deal of her
time talking about how advancing
women’s rights would strengthen fami-
lies throughout the world. She empha-
sized how that strengthening families,
building families, was what was impor-
tant in strengthening societies
throughout the world.

The First Lady reaffirmed and sup-
ported the conference’s main themes of
economic and educational opportunity,
health care, and protecting women
against violence. Again, the First Lady
and the Ambassador did not mince
words of protest over repression, igno-
rance, abuse, and torture while the
Chinese Government looked on. We
have been told that the Chinese Gov-
ernment has not reported on the First
Lady’s speech, but we do know that the
word will get out.

As one who has opposed the First
Lady’s attendance, I want to commend
her for her outstanding courage for
breaking the silence on human rights
in China, for breaking the silence on
sterilization and forced abortion in
China. There are many in this body
who opposed the conference itself. I do
not include myself among them, be-
cause I believe that the conference is a
very important one. I think that some
of those who opposed the conference
and opposed the First Lady’s attend-
ance did so because of China’s forced
abortion policy.

I look forward to working with those
colleagues, as some of us have been
working together in the Subcommittee
on Foreign Relations of the Committee
on Appropriations and in other com-
mittees of this House, to improve the
lot of the women in the world by im-
proving their health. The First Lady
talked about women’s health, she
talked about violence against women,
she talked about child survival, she
talked about the spread of AIDS and
how rapidly it is spreading among
women in the developing countries.

I look forward to continuing my
work with our colleagues on this sub-
ject, and certainly working with the
Clinton administration on those areas
where more common ground has now
been laid by the First Lady, and where
more opportunity has been presented
by this very important conference
which called attention to these issues.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I am very
proud to place into the RECORD the two
statements, by First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton to the United Nations
Fourth World Conference on Women,
and the remarks before the World
Health Organization, as well as the
statement of our Ambassador to the
United Nations, Ambassador Madeleine
Albright. She was a great participant
in the conference, she represented our
country very excellently, as she always
does. I am very pleased to put Ambas-
sador Albright’s very strong statement
on human rights, indeed, basic free-
doms for all people, men and women, in
the RECORD of this Congress.

The material referred to follows:
AMBASSADOR MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT, U.S.

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UNIT-
ED NATIONS—REMARKS TO THE FOURTH
WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN

BEIJING INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTER,
BEIJING, CHINA, SEPTEMBER 6, 1995

Honored guests, fellow delegates and ob-
servers, I am pleased and proud to address
this historic conference on behalf of the
United States of America.
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